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Since the Meiji Restoration, Japanese artilleries had depended on foreign products. In 1881, the Imperial Japanese Army
decided to produce a howitzer on its own. The Osaka Army Arsenal, which took charge of its production, constructed a prototype

referring to Italian 28cm Howitzer. In 1884 the first prototype was completed.
A test fire for checking accuracy was conducted at Shinodayama, Osaka in 1886. As the test fire proved excellent, the artillery

was officially adopted in the next year.
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In Russo-Japanese War, which began in 1904, the 28cm howitzers were mobilized. In
the siege operation of Port Arthur including the battle of 203 Hill, 18 howitzers 28

participated. The Army finished the construction of emplacement in only nine days, | @8 O 280mm
which commonly took as long as three weeks. 2R 2.863m IROIERERRS

The six howitzers gave a heavy blow to the enemy. After seizing the hill, they also R 10. 758Ke (FASHHI)
made a shelling against the Russian Pacific Fleet into submission, contributing to gﬁgg 'EDE"'GEE

Japan's victory in the war. ﬂ; g1gl(g

The 28cm howitzers continued to be used in subsequent wars. In 1930s the construction [ yp= 142~314n/s

of the emplacement and the traction were further advanced. The howitzer became capable | @ giz0 7. 800m

of being towed by the 13-ton tractor, though at the speed of 10km/h. WiE SHWRIBY. BHE (WEES)

When the Kwantung Army deployed 12 howitzers at the shore of the Amur River, they | & HBRS

were capable of opening fire in only twelve hours.
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38 ZHRMFERHMEZEGINTMEEZRASES LEAITAKL. HLERRT 3,
39 FRFITEMICTROICERT 5.

40 —FHEFIRENEBROBZNL . MEEZ2RHT S,

41 Z“HRFIIHME LD, DD L TEHAOSMICHET 5.

42 HBRATF EABEFIRHFERE S ICHERERRIEZE L. @8 2K TEICT 5,
LA EDOBER25E 0 533 BETIT O, TOHSEN S IUIASZ A W TRENZ vk
9%, TOMORMATR & U TR REZORANEERPT2D0OHEBKAD).

FirkR PeAR BT IR 5 5, BT & _BRRTFIIKEOMAED ICX 5K BE
LT B 7= DRI ROEHKZH T 5.,
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WAL S M ORGHM THBELEZANL TH 3. FER=/AAKRMEFEETAMA
KOESFFEAHEICHE N L TV, ZOEEFBZROETAHO ) > 7 (FHKER)
EHEICIRD AT TS, 20D U IZHBHEO2EO 7 v 7 28T, HEBIC R Z
W O ERIT27ked B AN TEE LIF65N 5 K5 HREO L% &%
ELTH2.BHEHMOIMEIIZEAEHPFHEF UM, FSEBUT.SHEITHIZ0Mm
HEOBIFIZ X DAL ORSH 2 5 IR ICMET 2. FRIT MR TRIER
PERAND. ESEHIIHAEOH NBREE RO T. RELBEICMPTELAESICH
ST M. FNFERETRVERFEICIISHEOENZET 5, BRETH
4> E:808mm, FESE 0. Sk, IZMIC BB FFRFA D 2 . L EKIIH AT IE U 7R Z A
W5, — B (HH— 5 R EK) 20.3kg, — 533K ([F]) 18.35kg, = B33 (UL T #hia k)
13.1kg. DU 3E3K10.5kg, 7L 5 353K7.75kg, A5 3 3K6.0kg, L5 % 5K5.0kg,
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Tl 10,758ke (L) . o e
PRk 64% mn S ace

WA ER 33,600k

3k 142~314m/s

N 7,800m
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